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W

e keep breaking records – not in a good way. 18 of the 19 warmest years in
record have occurred since 2000 and the NY Times recently reported that “The
concentration of carbon dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere has eclipsed 415 parts
per million for the first time in human history.”
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On the one hand, the pile-up of reports has begun to raise the percentage of people who believe
that the climate crisis is real and that human beings are largely responsible. But on the other, the
scale of the problem is so overwhelming that most of us feel pretty powerless to be the change
that we seek for this world. It is obvious that individual efforts, like recycling and composting,
aren’t going to lower the concentration of carbon dioxide to the sustainable level of 350 parts per
million, because at the heart of the climate crisis is an escalating use of fossil fuel.
Which is why I am so excited about decisions that the Board of Selectmen and our Coordinating
Council made this spring! Both decisions move us beyond individual efforts to community
action which can reduce our consumption of fossil fuel and build capacity for real change.
This spring, the Board of Selectmen decided to leverage the purchasing power of our town to
negotiate an Electricity Aggregation contract with Direct Energy. This program has the potential
to dramatically increase the use of energy from renewable sources by households in our town.
You can read more about the program inside this Good Word.
Through this electricity aggregation program, residents have several choices – from a Basic Plan
to 100% Green. If you OPT UP to 100% Green, every time you pay your electric bill, for just
pennies more per kWh, you will make a strong investment in:
•

Reducing Natick’s greenhouse gas emissions by decreasing reliance on fossil fuels and
increasing the amount of renewable energy used to generate electricity;

•

Encouraging the development of additional local renewable energy projects by creating
additional demand;

•

Supporting local businesses and local jobs by buying electricity from New Englandbased projects.
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The Coordinating Council is already on board with this program! The Council voted at its May
meeting to OPT UP and shift our electricity supply to 100% Green. Not only are we powered
by the Spirit. We are going to be powered by 100% renewable electricity.
We hope you will OPT UP too. Just visit natickma.gov/electricity to sign up today. It is
easier than changing a light bulb or remembering your recyclable grocery bags and creates real
momentum toward sustainable future.

Tree of Life

We welcome Mason Guild Hanna to the
world! Mason is the son of Lisa and Will
Hanna and the grandson of Doug and Sara
Hanna. The proud uncles are Chris and
Andy, who join Aunt Liz in celebrating
the beginning of the next generation of
Hannas. Mason arrived a bit earlier than
expected on May 13 at 4:02 PM. He
weighed 5 pounds, 9 ounces and was 19.9 inches long.
Welcome to the World, Caitlin Emma
Treadwell born of May 20th to Jessica and
Adam Treadwell and big brother, Ethan!
Caitlin was eager to put in her appearance
and arrived about 2 and 1/2 weeks early but
everyone is doing fine.
Congratulations to our good friend and
environmental champion, Pat Conaway.
Pat was recognized in May by Keep
Massachusetts Beautiful as their Chapter
Leader of the Year! Pat was the driving
force in developing our local chapter,
Keep Natick Beautiful. Through his
buddy bins and trail and pond cleanups, “Ban the Bag” and “Say No to Styro”, Pat has been the
heart and soul of keeping Natick beautiful long before there
was an organization with that goal as its mission. Welldeserved recognition!
Congratulations to our former student
minister and assistant interim minister,
the Reverend Jason Boyd. Jason will
conclude as the Designated Term Pastor
in Rock Springs, Wyoming at the end of
August and he will begin as the Senior
Pastor of Henrietta United Church of
Christ in Henrietta, NY – just outside of
Rochester, NY on September 1st!
We surround the Milton family with our love and prayers as
they remember the life of Brandon Milton
who died on April 8. Brandon was 21. He
was the son of Lori and Steve Milton and the
nephew of John Milton and Stacie Dowling.
Family and friends gathered in Cheshire,
CT on April 14 to lift up their memories of
a young man who was a gifted artist and
musician with a great sense of humor and a kind heart.
We remember the long life of Florence Volk
died at the age of 100 on April 4. Florence was
Char Hannon’s grandmother and Tommy’s
great grandmother. Family and friends
gathered to celebrate her life at Everett’s on
April 9. Florence was a longtime employee of the town of
Needham and she was laid to rest at St. Mary’s Cemetery in
Needham.

We hold Bob Seiche and his family in
our prayers. Bob’s father, Robert Seiche
died on April 7 in Ohio. Family and
friends gathered to celebrate his long
life on April 11 at St. Paul’s Church in
Norwalk, Ohio. He was 87.
We hold Kate Kear and her family in our prayers as they
remember the life of her father, Mike Witte, who died on
May 15th. Kate and baby Paige were able to make it out to
be with him as he slipped from this life to the next.
Congratulations to Abby Robbins
and Jeff Fuhrer who were married
at First Church Natick on May 18th
in a sanctuary filled with love and
beautiful music. A talented team
outfitted the vestry for a delightful
reception with live music, including
the amazing Mark Dixon on
percussion!
Our prayers hold the Sniffin family in
their time of loss. Their brother-in-law,
Robert Gowdy died on June 4th. Family
and friends gather to remember and
celebrate his life on June 8th at First
Congregational Church in Scituate.
On June 2nd, we offficially welcomed seven new members
to our fellowship. We hope to share more about them in a
future issue of this newsletter. In the interim, we hope that
you will connect with them at coffeehour and spread First
Church Natick’s extravagant welcome!

Marcy Bailey-Adams

Cathy Larkin

Jared & Christine Brewer

Suzie Kennan

Jeffrey & Zaimara Sniffin

Celebrating our Rite 13 youth!

fish. I’m excited about traveling around the world with my
parents on upcoming vacations. I’m glad to be a part of
our church through the journey of being a teenager.
Andrew Levesque: I am Andrew Levesque. I turned 13 on
February 9th. I am a 7th grader at Kennedy Middle School
in Natick. I live with my mom Janet, my dad David and
my sister Kate. I like to hang out with my friends, relax,
Facetime people, and play games. I love Cape Cod - I have
been going since I was a baby. I play volleyball and cross
country. I love to bike and go fishing. My favorite subject is
Social Studies because it is fun, I like what we learn and all
of the projects that we do. When my sister actually wants to
be around me, we can get along well. Kate and I have a lot
of inside jokes, she always makes me takes pictures of her. I
go to a very fun sleepaway camp in NH for two weeks each
summer, there are many great things to do there.
Ahmad Thomas: I turned 13 on November 27, 2018. I
live in Natick with my father, mother, brother and sister. I
like to play football and volleyball. I am on the Volleyball
Team at Kennedy Middle School. My favorite subject in
school is science and I am going to take robotics in High
School. I want to be a engineer or a firefighter when I am
older. My favorite foods are Fried Chicken and Chinese
food and I am looking forward to summer when the pool
opens where I live.

At First Church we recognize the importance of the
transition from childhood to adulthood that each young
person experiences in their early teen years. They are no
longer children. More and more often they will confront
choices that they must make for themselves. On May 5th,
we recognized the blessing of God’s gift of teenhood to
five of our young people and celebrated their “Coming of
Age” with a delicious pancake breakfast and with prayers
and promises given during the worship service. We
celebrate with the families of James Barker, Cayla Joyce,
Andrew Levesque, Ahmad Thomas and Dylan Weddle.

Introducing the “Coming of Age” Group
James Barker: My name is James. I am 13 and 5 months
and 3/4 years old. My favorite sport is all sports--baseball,
hockey, football tied for first, basketball second. I was
born in Randolph, Massachusetts. I like fixing drones. I
lived in Wayland for 9 years of my life.
Cayla Joyce: Hi! I’m Cayla and I turned 13 on September
20th of this past year. I love being with family, friends,
and animals. I love all animals and want to be a vet
when I’m older so I can help them. I enjoy staying active
through sports such as soccer, basketball, and most-of-all,
horseback riding. I am looking forward to volunteering at
Unity Farm, an animal sanctuary nearby. I live at home
with my mom, dad, dog Quinny, guinea pig Bubbles, and

Dylan Weddle: I turned 13 on December 7th. I live with
my family which consists of my mom, dad and brother
Gavin. I live in Natick and go to Kennedy Middle School
where I am currently a 7th grader. My favorite subject
is math because it challenges me mentally. I also joined
the Kennedy track team this year, I enjoy sprinting and
I think I am pretty good at it. While I am writing this, it
is currently the beginning of the Natick baseball season.
I play on a baseball team with lots of my friends. I have
been going to this church since I was an infant. Everyone
has always been very kind and accepting no matter
who you are or where you come from, and I predict
that is going to stay the same in the future. Everyone is
appreciative of others contributions at our church and to
me it seems like we are all a big family because that’s how
families act towards one another.

Worship changes to
9:30 AM on June 30th
To take advantage of whatever cool
summer morning breezes might exist this season, we again shift worship
an hour earlier in the summer months.
Beginning June 30th and continuing
through Labor Day weekend, Sunday
morning worship moves to 9:30 AM.

Please join us when you are in town!

Hats off to our graduates!

Sean Gentry

Nicholas Jennings

Olivia Gastaldo

Sean graduated from UMASS Amherst.

Esther Holt

Patrick Foley

Nicholas graduated from Southern New Hampshire University with a Masters in Public Health Administration.
Olivia graduated from Sacred Heart University.
Esther graduated from Coastal Carolina University.
Patrick will graduate in Decembrt from University. of Arizona Eller College of Management.

Jake Milton

Alycia McDonough

Tara Sivak

Natalie Palmer

Shannon Foley

Sophia Gastaldo

Jake graduated from St. Michael’s College.
Alycia graduated from Leslie University.
Tara graduated from Natick High School and will attend Dean College.
Natalie graduated in the Honors program at the University of Delaware.
Shannon graduated from Natick High School and will attend Villanova University.
Sophia graduated from Natick High School and will attend the University of South Carolina.

A new season of Porch Theology begins on June 26th @ 7:00 PM
at the Levesque’s – 166 Woodland St., Natick
We are off to an incredible start for our Summer 2019 season of “Porch
Theology” and our June installment will be an immersive experience with
a different sort of brew. David Levesque - previously known to us for his
musical talent on bass - has another hobby. He brews mead!
Mead is a wine-like beverage made by fermenting honey and has been
referenced across many of the world’s religions and cultures. This will be a
hands-on session. Participants will help bottle, label and sample a batch of
mead that has been fermenting for five years and is now ready! No special
preparation or clothing is needed, just shirts with sleeves you can roll up to
get to work.
During the summer season we move our start-time up to 7 PM to attempt to outwit the mosquitoes! You can
sample mead as you discover its history. There will be other libations, assorted munchies, and, as always, awesome
conversation! Come celebrate the miracle of fermentation. As Ben Franklin once said of another beverage, We hear
of the conversion of water into wine at the marriage in Cana, as of a miracle. But this conversion is, through the
goodness of God, made every day before our eyes. Behold the rain which descends from heaven upon our vineyards,
and which incorporates itself with the grapes to be changed into WINE; a constant proof that God loves us, and loves
to see us happy! In June, we will skip the grapes to taste the sweet miracle of water + bees + time!

Celebrating our 25 and 50 year
members!
June 2nd was a day of celebration as we recognized a selct
group of our long-standing members.
Receiving recognition for 50 years of membership were
Neill and Grace Osgood, who
joined FCN on April 3rd, 1969!
Receiving recognition for 25
years of membership were Betty
Benefito and Doug and Sara
Hanna (June 1, 1994).

Our 50-year members include:
Margaret Carter (60)
Laura Gobron (60)
Linda Champion (54)
Neill Osgood (50)*

Alva Chapin (60)
Connie Sullivan (59)
Lorraine Oakes (52)
Grace Osgood (50)*

And our 25-year members include:
Janet Blanchard (49)		
Jean Sniffin (46)		
Deb Evers (38)			
Brightie DeVincent (36)		
Corky Williams (34)		
Dick Hayes (33)		
Jan Abrahamsen (31)		
Gail Martin (31)		
John Milton (29)		
Amy Foley (28)			
Lynn Carriker (28)		
Lane McDonough (28)		
Jeanette Szretter (27)		
Sarallyn Keller (27)		
Betty Benefito (25)*		
Doug Hanna (25)*

Bob Sniffin (46)
Pam Lathwood (45)
Steve Evers (38)
Carolyn Cheever (34)
John Weagraff (34)
Anna Hayes (33)
Per Abrahamsen (31)
Stacie Dowling (29)
Rhonda Mulloy (29)
Neal Foley (28)
Greg Magarie (28)
Kirsten McDonough (28)
Wayne Szretter (27)
Eric Carriker (26)		
Sara Hanna (25)*

We are grateful to them all for sharing all of their time and
talents at First Church Natick over these many years!

Easter Offering 2019
Our special Easter Offering for 2019 totaled $2,482.
Thanks to your generosity, we were able to divide our
special offering between two important organizations: The
Family Fund and One Great Hour of Sharing.
Contributions to The Family Fund help bridge the gap to
assist with the cost of childcare, legal fees, transportation
and housing for families in the asylum process. The
asylum process is slow and asylum seekers are precluded
from working for a period of time after arrival. Several
months ago, our congregation joined with other faith
communities to bring to our area a mother, teenager,
three-year old and infant who left Honduras to escape
extreme violence. Your support through the Easter
offering will give them a better opportunity in the asylum
process in Massachusetts than they had in Arizona.
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, our Easter
offering joins gifts from congregations in eight other
denominations to carry God’s message of love and hope
to people in more than eighty countries, working with
international partners to provide sources of clean water
and food, education and health care, small business microcredit, emergency relief, advocacy and resettlement for
refugees. On average, throughout a year, the United
Church of Christ responds to disaster once every 2.5 days.
Through our Easter Offering in 2019 we went beyond
the headlines and politics to turn bad news into good for
ordinary people caught in events that have turned their
hopes and expectations upside down. Thanks!

First Church’s FTD Team
Swings into Action for Easter!
Many thanks to all those volunteers who managed to
squeeze into their Easter Sunday time to bring one of the
beautiful lilies that decorated
our sanctuary for worship to
those in our church community
who were not able to join us
or who are recovering from
surgery or illness.
Members of the 2019 Easter
FTD Team were Sara Hanna.
Wendy Robbins, the Weddle family, Ric Ripley, Gail
Martin, Amy Foley, Laura Gobron, Linda Champion,
Sarallyn Keller, the Chiaruttini family, Bob and Jean
Sniffin, Tim Porter, Christine Brewer, Jonathan Guest, and
Pam Weagraff.

ArtWalk

Thursday, July 18th @ 5:00 PM
FREE and open to the public
First Church Natick
will be out on our
“Front Porch”
as part of our
downtown’s largest
summer arts festival
featuring painters,
photographers,
potters, jewelrymakers, quilters, glass
artists and mixed
media artists who will
show and sell their
work in conjunction
with many of the
center’s businesses.
Washington Street in Natick Center will also be closed
during the event for outdoor dining and local restaurants
will be selling food in booths set up on the street.

Natick Day on our “Front Porch!”
September 7th, 10 AM to 3 PM

Our “Front Porch” is right in the center of all the action
when downtown Natick becomes the venue again for
Natick Day 2019! From Main Street to the Fire Station,
it’s one big party. Once again First Church Natick will
feature the traditional ball toss on the Common and its
winners will score the opportunity to ring our 2,531-pound
steeple bell!
From 11 AM to 1 PM, we will welcome adorable and
cuddly critters from Animal Craze for our Annual Noah’s
Ark Petting Zoo. Many baby animals will be available for
kids to feed, cuddle and pet. Stay tuned for more details!

Natick Center Cultural District’s quaint downtown offers
the ideal setting for this annual outdoor festival. Over 8
local bands, musicians, and dances will be performing
around Natick Center. Artists will be exhibiting their work
outside businesses, studios and galleries throughout the
Center including from South Main St, Main St., South
Ave, Court St. Summer St., Washington St., Pond St.
Central St. and Adams St.
This FREE event offers visitors a chance to stroll through
the Natick Center Cultural District enjoying the lively,
family friendly atmosphere and a wide variety of arts
festivities.
Stop by our “Front Porch” at First Church for some
cold lemonade, chalk art and who knows what else the
Welcome Team might have in store!

Want to contribute to
First Church Natick
from your mobile device?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Go to the App Store
Download the “GIVE+” app
Launch the App
Enter our zip (01760)
Select “First Congregational Church of Natick”
We recommend you “Create Account”
Or you can give anonymously by selecting
“Give Now”
8. Complete your donation

Volunteers needed to help
ring in the new church year
at Natick Day on Saturday,
September 7th!
We need YOU for an hour or two on September 7th to
come out and have some fun and spread some fun! We are
looking for volunteers to run the ball toss on the Common
and to welcome the winners in to ring the steeple bell or
to take visitors upstairs and introduce them to our lovely
sanctuary.
So if you can spare an hour or two on September 7th
to help spread some fun and get that old (1876!) bell a’
ringing, please sign up in the vestry during coffeehour
over the summer or contact the church office (508-6530971; admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

Summer Godly Play

Thank You Faith Formation Team!
We are very fortunate at First Church Natick to enjoy
the leadership of a wonderful group of dedicated adults
invested in our children and youth. This group is
committed to the vital ministry of faith formation in
children and youth, giving of their time, energy and focus
to provide meaningful programs for infants through teens.
We celebrate the completion of another year for our
Nursery, Godly Play, and Youth programs!

The inspiration for this year’s Summer Godly Play came
from a children’s book titled, It’s Your World, by Chelsea
Clinton. In this book Ms. Clinton challenges young
people to “get informed, get inspired and get going!” She
tackles some of the biggest challenges facing the world
today and shows how understanding can lead to solutions
–and how anyone can make a difference.
We are continuing to focus as a congregation on our
relationship to the environment, so it seemed like a good
topic for our Summer Godly Play. The children will
engage with six important “green” topics and discover
how they might make a difference in our world by the
choices that they and their families make.
The children and youth library has some great picture
books ranging from topics of pollinators to clean water to
composting to recycling and more! And there is a pile of
inspiring young readers books about endangered species
like Hoot, and a biography about Jane Goodall, and one
of my favorites – My Side of the Mountain by Jean C.
George. There are so many wonderful stories to inspire
and encourage us to action.
We want our children to understand that God created a
fantastic world – and God said, “It is good!” But we only
get the one world. We all have to take a part in caring for
this world. We sing a song from the time we are children
called, “God’s got the Whole World in His Hands”. This
summer we are going to turn that around with the reminder
that we are called to be stewards of the Earth when we
sing “We’ve got the Whole World in Our Hands!”
We will tell stories about clean drinking water, reforesting
the rainforests, protecting endangered plants and
animals, finding renewable energy sources, recycling and
sustainability, climate change, and protecting pollinators.
Although these concepts may seem complicated (and they
sometimes are), children seem to have a knack for cutting
to the chase and finding the simple steps that they can take
to make a small difference in our world.
Summer Godly Play will begin on June 16 and run
through the month of July (with the exception of July 7).
We continue to gather at the 10:30 Worship time through
June 23rd, then slip to an earlier 9:30 Worship on June
30th. We welcome children from age 3 to grade 4 to join
us in our exploration.

With great appreciation for the leaders who share so much
of themselves, their gifts behind the scenes, and the love,
life and laughter they bring to the children and youth of
First Church Natick – A HUGE thank you to all of our
volunteers!
Jan Abrahamsen Jonathan Guest
Ken Pierce
Jayme Bastiansen Sarabeth Guptill
Mikal Rosendahl
Laura Biggs
Sara Hanna
Heather Sanborn
Alan Brazier
Mindy Hoge
Bob Seiche
Michelle Brewer Mary Beth Kinkead Maura Shaughnessy
Beth Canterbury Debbie Knapik
Karen Shirley
Christy Carriker Pam Lathwood
Tracy Sivak
Lynn Carriker
Sue Mascioli
Jean Sniffin
Jeff Clausen
Michelle Mattera
Alyssa Springer
Robin Clausen
Kelly McCormack Catherine Utley
Gretchen Dubois Matt McCormack
Pam Weagraff
Rick Dubois
Beth McElaney
Kristine Weddle
Amy Foley
Rhonda Mulloy
Kelly Wong
Chris Gentry
The new Pollinator Garden on
the front porch of the church
is dedicated to these leaders in
the First Church Children and
Youth programs. When we see
the brightly colored flowers, the
buzzing bees, and the flitting
butterflies, we will be reminded
of the loving service our leaders
provide to the children and youth
of our church.

Garden Updates

The vegetable garden is planted, and the plants are
growing. We will soon have peppers, eggplants, tomatoes,
brussel sprouts, broccoli, radishes, cucumbers and other
veggies you will be able to take home
from summer coffee hour.
Our pollinator garden is a little slower
– the plants are busy establishing root
systems in our front pollinator garden.
We hope to have some flowers soon that
will attract bees and butterflies to our
front porch!

Join the UCC “All Church Read”
this summer!

Also New in the Church Library:
This spring about 20 people gathered for a 3-part
series on issues related to Being Mortal: Medicine
and What Happens in the End by Atul Gawande. The
conversation explored how it is that we might be able
to create more than a good death but rather a good life
for ourselves and our loved ones – all the way to the
very end.
Being Mortal is now available in the church library.
The Frontline documentary on the book is available
at https://www.pbs.org/video/frontline-being-mortal/
and you can also explore online wonderful resources
created by The Conversation Project which is dedicated
to helping people talk about their wishes for end of life
care at https:// theconversationproject.org.

This June representatives from United Church of Christ
congregations including Jonathan Guest, a member of
First Church Natick will be traveling to Milwaulkee to
participate in General Synod 32. The keynote speaker will
be the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Evicted: Poverty
and Profit in the American City, Matthew Desmond.
But whether or not you are a delegate to synod, you
are invited to participate this summer in an All Church
Read. Evicted draws on years of embedded fieldwork
and painstakingly gathered data. Evicted won the 2017
Pulitzer Prize, the National Books Critics Circle Award for
Nonfiction, the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in
Nonfiction, among others.
This landmark work of scholarship and reportage takes
us into the poorest neighborhoods of Milwaukee to tell
the story of eight families on the edge. Arleen is a single
mother trying to raise her two sons on the $20 a month she
has left after paying for their rundown apartment. Scott is
a gentle nurse consumed by a heroin addiction. Lamar, a
man with no legs and a neighborhood full of boys to look
after, tries to work his way out of debt. Vanetta participates
in a botched stickup after her hours are cut. All are
spending almost everything they have on rent, and all have
fallen behind.
The fates of these families are in the hands of two
landlords: Sherrena Tarver, a former schoolteacher turned
inner-city entrepreneur, and Tobin Charney, who runs one
of the worst trailer parks in Milwaukee. They loathe some
of their tenants and are fond of others, but as Sherrena puts
it, “Love don’t pay the bills.” She moves to evict Arleen
and her boys a few days before Christmas.
You can find a copy of Evicted in the church library or
order your own copy or download on Kindle at Amazon..
We plan to gather in the fall to discuss the issues surfaced
by Desmond’s research.

Gawande’s book highlights some of the triumphs of
modern medicine which have transformed the dangers
of childbirth, injury, and disease from harrowing to
manageable. But when it comes to the inescapable
realities of aging and death, what medicine can do often
runs counter to what it should. Through eye-opening
research and gripping stories of his own patients and
family, Gawande reveals the suffering this dynamic has
produced. Doctors, uncomfortable discussing patients’
anxieties about death, fall back on false hopes and
treatments that are actually shortening lives instead
of improving them. Often it is the patient who has to
lead and the support of loved ones can make all the
difference when it comes time for tough decisions.

to 100% GREEN Electricity!
Do you know that you that you can make the switch to
renewable electricity even if you can’t install solar panels?
Enroll in Natick’s Electricity Aggregation Program and
join First Church Natick in OPTING UP to 100% Green
Electricity this summer!

• Reducing Natick’s greenhouse gas emissions by increasing the amount of renewable energy used to generate electricity. Electricity generated from renewable
sources, such as the sun and wind, does not create the
greenhouse gases that cause climate change and does
not pollute the air.
• Encouraging the development of additional local renewable energy projects by creating additional demand
for the electricity generated by those projects.
• Supporting local businesses and local jobs by buying
electricity from New England-based projects.

Natick’s Electricity Aggregation Program is a townvetted alternative to Eversource’s Basic Service and
to other electricity offers in the market place. Through
aggregation, Natick uses the bulk purchasing power of
the community to negotiate a contract with an electricity
supplier on behalf of residents and businesses. More than
140 communities in Massachusetts are already engaged in
electricity aggregation.

OPTING UP also sends a clear message to the Town of
Natick and local elected officials that you want the Town’s
next aggregation contract to include even more renewable
energy content. This is critical, as global and regional
climate action plans call for the transition of nearly all
buildings to clean heating and cooling systems that rely
on clean electricity sources and the electrification of
vehicles and transportation systems. Supporting additional
renewable energy projects through the Natick Electricity
Aggregation Program will help build the capacity needed
to meet those demands for our state.
Electricity aggregation replaces your electricity supplier,
and it impacts the supply portion of your Eversource
electric bill. But electricity aggregation does not replace
Eversource as your electric utility.
The program offers several choices. If you OPT UP to
100% Green, you will purchase renewable electricity to
match 100% of your electricity use, all from renewable
energy projects in New England. Choosing this option
means that every time you pay your electric bill, you will
make a strong investment in:

The cost for 100% Green is 13.063 ¢/kWh* – just a couple
of pennies per kWh more than the price of the fossil fuel
reliant alternative.
If you have solar panels on your property, you will
continue to receive net metering credits. Your net metering
credits will continue to appear on your Eversource bill and
be calculated based on Eversource’s Basic Service price,
not on the program price.
To learn how you can OPT UP to 100% GREEN, visit
natickma.gov/electricity today!

get doses of nicotine and, indeed, much of the marketing
is about using vaping devices to “step down” in a “healthy
way” from the smoking of traditional cigarettes. However,
the devices and the teen culture manner of marketing juul
make it attractive and make teens think it’s not harmful.
Make no mistake, these are dangerous substances and we
are taking steps to combat its use.
www.mass.gov/info-details/learn-about-youth-use-of-ecigarettes-and-other-vaping-devices

The Solutions
Opioid Task Force/Natick Together For Youth
Like many communities across the Commonwealth, Natick
has been impacted by use of substances such as opioids
and vaping/juuling products. While the two areas are
different in terms of their impact, trends and interventions,
both are directly related to student brain health. The Natick
Schools and the Board of Health are directly addressing
these public health issues.

The Issues
Opioids
As you may know, it is estimated that 1,974 of MA
residents died from opioid overdoses in 2018. While
this number is slightly down from 2017 numbers, every
community is touched by this issue. With an estimated 6
deaths directly hitting the Natick community, we treat this
issue as a crisis and have put in place many resources and
individuals to help address this issue. An overview of the
local and national crisis can be found at these sites:
www.mass.gov/fighting-the-opioid-crisis
www.drugabuse.gov/drugs-abuse/opioids/
opioid-overdose-crisis
www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/epidemic/index.html
Natick Schools Drug Use Infographic
While the schools are just one part of the solution, we want
the community to know that no opportunity is missed to
participate in the work that combats this crisis and supports
those that it affects.
Vaping and Juuling
For that past few decades, health education and media
campaigns have proven extremely effective in nearly
eliminating smoking as a community health crisis.
Generations of students have opted not to smoke.
However, recently, sophisticated and attractive marketing
of vaping devices and a product called Juul have reengaged and attracted students to vaping and the use of
Juul. Juul is a small device containing as much nicotine
as an entire pack of cigarettes. Juul is marketed to young
people with fruity flavors and sleek secretive packaging. In
general, vaping devices are marketed as “healthy” ways to

The Natick Schools are a part of two key communityserving organizations in town that directly work to address
these issues. The Natick Together for Youth coalition
has been a long-standing committee of individuals from
various town agencies committed to supporting youth -particularly as they meet substance use challenges. The
Opioid Task Force, a construct conceived by the Board of
Selectmen, has also worked in an inter-agency fashion to
address substance abuse from all ages of Natick residents.
These two groups will soon merge their forces and align
their work on a comprehensive social work, board of
health, education, medical, legal, and police response to
our community’s needs. A long-range strategic plan and a
centralized repository of resources will emerge from this
group in the near future. This group will be a subsidiary
of the Board of Health but is the glue that binds important
agencies together for coordinated work.
To get involved or for more information, contact Katie
Sugarman, Prevention & Outreach Program Manager, who
leads the coordinated effort: csugarman@natickma.org.

Community Champion Award
Vicky Guest was presented with the Community
Champion Award by Natick Together for youth for
the work that she has done over the last decade to
promote community action for health and wellness in
Natick.

Advocate for Climate Action:
Urge Your Legislators to Support Passage of the Carbon
Fee and Rebate Law in Massachusetts
H. 2810, An Act to Fund Green Infrastructure and to
Lower Emissions is sponsored by Rep. Jen Benson
and 94 other members of the Massachusetts House of
Representatives.

The Benson bill:

• Puts a price on carbon, charging polluters for each ton
of carbon dioxide their products release.
• Invests $400 to $600 million per year (30%) in local
clean transportation, renewable energy projects and
resilience.
• Provides more funding for Fuel Assistance for lowincome households starting at $16 million per year and
increasing to $29 million per year.
• Returns 70% of revenues to households and businesses
via rebates, paid twice annually. Provides higher rebates to low- and moderate-income households, protecting them from any increases in energy costs; and
• Protects rural residents who drive more, and businesses
exposed to greater competitive pressures.

The Benson bill imposes a carbon fee beginning with $20
per ton which would scale up to $40 per ton over four
years. If Massachusetts falls behind mandated carbon
reductions, the price will increase an additional $5/
ton per year. 30% of revenues raised will go to a Green
Infrastructure Fund. At least 40% of those funds must
be used for projects that benefit low-income households
and communities. Additionally, Massachusetts must
assess a carbon fee on methane leaks from the natural gas
distribution system.
You can read more at www.MassCleanEnergyFuture.org.
Consider callingl your state representative today and urge
them to pass H. 2810.

Interested in Learning More about the Green
New Deal?
There’s nothing funny about climate change but John
Oliver’s explanation of the Green New Deal will leave you
laughing — even if through your tears. It includes a “must
see” explanation of carbon pricing by Bill Nye the Science
Guy. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDcro7dPqpA&
feature=youtu.be)
For a more serious and detailed explanation of the
Green New Deal, check below for the video featuring
Rev. Michael Malcolm and Avery Davis Lamb of
Interfaith Power & Light, and Emily Wirzba from
the Friends Committee on National Legislation. It
provides a good summary of four of the carbon fee
and rebate bills in Congress. Our favorite is S.1128,
the American Opportunity Carbon Fee Act sponsored

by Sen. Whitehouse and Sen. Schatz. That bill provides
a $900 tax credit for every worker and $10 billion for
climate adaptation, low income communities
and workers transitioning from the fossil fuel
industry. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m
HY0N0WfGsA&feature=youtu.be)

Advocate to Eliminate Plastic
Pollution State-wide!
121 cities and towns in Massachusetts have passed plastic
bag regulations! Natick is one of those towns, but we need
a state law that will help reduce plastic pollution even more
and create consistent regulations for retailers across the
state.
State Rep. Lori Ehrlich and State Senator Jamie Eldridge
have proposed a strong bill (H.771/S.462) but lobbyists
are trying to weaken it by removing a fee for paper bags,
barring cities and towns from passing stronger bans in the
future, and allowing many stores to continue to pass out
plastic bags. All these changes would damage our efforts to
reduce plastic waste and we can’t let that happen. The ocean
is filling with plastic every day!
Please contact your legislators and ask for their support
of H.771/S.462 and their commitment to resist efforts to
weaken its provisions.

Interim Pastor Search Team Update
The Interim Pastor Search team has been working behind
the scenes before the summer to craft a position listing,
as well as compile data for our church profile that will be
provided to interested candidates. Our position listing
will be posted nationally by the Massachusetts Conference
around September 1, and then our team will be ready
to respond to inquiries, screen, interview and select a
candidate. Please feel free to contact any of us with
questions about the process.
Gail Martin, Robin Clausen, Sarabeth Guptill, Sarallyn
Keller, Steve Palmer, Wayne Szretter

Roots & Shoots Coin Donations
Drumroll please… The grand total of coins collected in our
Roots and Shoots Tube was $374.66! When we add that
to the church school offering for the year, we have a grand
total of $721.10! Thank you to everyone who donated
so generously to this program. This money was used to
prepare the planting beds and purchase the perennial plants
for our new Pollinator Garden on the front porch of the
church. Check it out if you haven’t already seen it! There
are over 150 individual plants – it will be quite a sight when
the plants are established and come to flower. We are doing
a great thing for the environment and providing a spot of
color in Natick Center.

Update on our asylum family
In January we welcomed a family of four, seeking asylum, to
our church. The family has found a Spanish church to attend
and so we have not gotten to know them the way we would
have liked. But, that does not have to be the case. Being
new to a community and a culture is difficult. Just figuring
out how to navigate a grocery store is a challenge! If you
would like to get to know this family, volunteer to drive or
just go visit! Take a walk, invite them to your house to help
with gardening, take them on an excursion with your family.
Mom loves practicing her English and is happy to help with
Spanish. Google Translate is a wonder.
The family faces a hearing on their status. If at this hearing,
the officers decide not to grant asylum, then legal work is
not an option for them while they wait the 2 to 3 years to
have their case heard in court. Because they are currently
undocumented, though legal, they cannot drive, which
has been a challenge to get them where they want to go.
Fortunately, we have found an apartment for them which
puts them within walking distance of many of the places
they need to go – school, clinic, the workers center, parks,
friends. They are excited about moving in to their own place
and having the freedom to move around without having to
depend on one of us to drive. The family is thriving here.
But, they are being held back from working and supporting
themselves by our immigration system.
Many of you have contributed to the support of this family.
Thank you. They need continuous support, so perhaps reach
out to neighbors and friends who might like to help. I am
happy to talk to anyone who might like to know more. Email
me at MargeRoberson@gmail.com if you would like to help
with transportation or provide support in any other way. You
can also call me at 508-561-2121 or see me at church. I am
always happy to share news and information about this work.
Last month I encouraged you to let your representatives
and Governor Baker know that you support a bill stuck in
the Joint Committee on Transportation to allow all eligible
residents to obtain a license regardless of immigration status:
The Work and Family Mobility Act filed by (SD. 1143) and
(HD. 1719). Our friends and neighbors are not able to legally
drive themselves to work, drive their children to school
and activities or take themselves to medical appointments
because they cannot obtain a license. Many of our asylum
families desperately want to work and support themselves,
but getting to and from work is difficult. Twelve states,
including Connecticut and Vermont, have laws in place
allowing all residents to acquire some type of license or
permit, regardless of immigration status. This bill gives a
great deal of freedom to our neighbors, so please support it in
any way that you can.
To read more about the work that is being done in our
community to help our immigrant neighbors, like the
Metrowest Immigrant Solidarity Network, look them up on
Facebook.

Make a transformational impact
for homeless women and girls
Started in 2016, Dignity Matters has quickly grown into the
only non-profit in the state of Massachusetts that collects
feminine products, bras and underwear for homeless
teens and women who would regularly go without. In
a small office space in Framingham, Dignity Matters is
managed by volunteers from throughout the Metrowest
area. Once the donated items are collected and sorted,
they are distributed to non-profits in Massachusetts that
include Boston Health Care for the Homeless, Merrimack
Valley Public Schools, Boston Public Schools, Boys and
Girls Clubs, homeless shelters in Framingham and Boston
including Family Promise Metrowest and food pantries,
including Natick Service Council and A Place to Turn.
Currently Dignity Matters has over 300 organizations on its
waiting list who have people in need.
There are over 22,000 homeless women and school-age
girls in Massachusetts alone. Every month, they face the
humiliating reality of limited or no access to tampons or
pads. Many face a dilemma of choosing between buying
food or sanitary napkins. In such desperate circumstances,
the use of unhygienic items such as plastic bags, socks,
or magazines in place of feminine hygiene products is
not uncommon, and this leads to health issues, school
absenteeism, and low self-esteem. Why specifically
are feminine products, bras and underwear difficult to
purchase by homeless women and teens? Food stamps do
NOT cover these products, people rarely donate them to
charities, and shelters and public schools, with their oftenlimited funding, cannot cope with the demand for them.
If you would like to make a transformational impact for
homeless women and girls, please place a donation of any
kind of pads, tampons, new bra, new underwear to our
BLUE BIN under the table in the first floor elevator lobby
of FCC. If you’d like more information on Dignity Matters
see our page on Facebook or visit www.dignity-matters.
org.

Update on Angels of Hope
As Angels of Hope enters into it’s 19th
year of healthcare services to the people of
Uganda, we continue to strive especially
hard to stabilize the quality of medical care
we offer, all while making sure that we have
developed a business model that will help
sustain the clinics when the time comes to
have the Ugandan Board of our organization
take over responsibility for the continuation
of these services for many years to come.
We are continually looking at ways to search out new
and innovative techniques that help us diagnose and treat
some of the diseases that continue to plague both children
and the elderly as well. About four years ago, with the
financial help of FCC, $400 was allocated for the purchase
of Neem trees, a tree of great medicinal value, which also
has the ability to repel mosquitos. The oils from the leaves
can be placed in puddles, halting the growth of larva, and
these fast-growing trees carefully located, keep mosquitos
away from house entryways. It has been shown that these
treatments do work and we have found that it is really
helpful, along with treated nets indoors, in keeping down
the mosquito population around closely grouped housing.
Shortly after the initiation of this program, the Health
Commission for the District of Waikiso invited our head of
Nursing at AoH to participate in an experimental program
that used a device that took a small pinprick of blood put
into a machine, connected to the telephone that could send
information to a remote machine that had the capacity to
determine whether or not the individual had malaria.
The benefit of such a tool is beyond the imagination. When
hundreds of people are diagnosed with malaria daily, it is
a given that some of them are not actual carriers. In the
larger, more developed, clinics, generally near the larger
cities, there is the possibility that there is a full testing lab
where, if you can pay, you can get tested. Our patients are
very poor, and they literally have no ability to pay, which
means that we must try to provide the best care with the
tools we have. We were given this tool to test for malaria
by the District Medical Officer, however, anything more
had to be learned or bought on our own.
The benefits are many, but the most important outcome
is this. We are fulfilling one of our goals which is to
minimize the distribution of antibiotics as much as
possible. Unlike the thought process of many healthcare
members in this country, who seem to distribute more than
necessary, we are working to eliminate the need to treat
with antibiotics as a matter of course, unless it is shown to
be clinically necessary.
Our Home Health Care Program is unique. We began this
program soon after we started in 2005 in Matugga and

then again in 2006 when we did our temporary operation
in Acuma. We have many patients who are in dire need
of care but have no ability to get to the clinic for lack of
transport or may be too ill to get physically to our location.
Our nurses go into the zones with its’ zone leaders and find
those most in need. Every one is treated and then assessed
for short term or long-term care. We have some patients
who are seen every week who have been with us for many
years.
There are various programs which we have that have
been started as a result of partnerships with various
other nonprofits, the most influential being the technical
capabilities provided to us by our partner HealtheVillages.
Before we began working together, we had no way to
communicate between UG and the US without going out to
an internet cafe in the closest town or city. HealtheVillages
brought laptops, iPhone and the software that provided any
medical information they might need to help diagnose or
treat an illness. It also allows us to electronically track our
patients, determine the illnesses treated and more. Bringing
our clinics into the present has saved many lives.
We do educational programs on our iPad, such as creating
a good sanitation protocol or delivering a baby and what
to watch for. We have malaria days where treated tents are
passed out and we do all vaccinations from newborns to
school age children in our District on behalf of the WHO.
We have spent over two years looking for a piece of land
that will be the permanent location for our major clinic in
Matugga. Once this is complete, both of our biggest clinics
will be built by AoH and can maintain its position in their
communities.
Though we are a small nonprofit, we work big…….
Thank you!!
Fay DeAvignon, Founder
Angels of Hope, Inc

Our next Family Promise host
week is June 23-30
Our congregation will be hosting Family
Promise guests during the week of June
23 - 30.. If you are already a trained FPM
volunteer and would like to sign up, please visit http://
cerv.is/m?0002x393 or scan this QR code. If you are new
to Family Promise and would like more information or to
learn about the upcoming training dates, please contact
Chris Gentry (jcmsgentry@gmail.com).

Let Everything That
Hath Breath
Memorial Concert Celebrating
the Love and Legacy of

Susan Setta
June 2, 2019

Thanks to everyone who joined in the festivities on
June 2nd when we dedicated the new baby grand
piano in the choir room in memory of Susan Setta, our
choir director from 2002-2018 during worship, and
then returned later in the afternoon for a concert to
celebrate her memory with music.
The cast of voices and instruments was indeed
ready for ‘prime-time.” The program sparkled with
wonderful talent. The range of musical styles which
was so appropriate to honor her legacy. When the
choir and band finished their special anthem, you
could feel Sue giving her trademark double thumbs-up
seal of approval.
The reception featured a great slide show of photos of
Sue in action, and the warmth and energy in the room
were a fitting reflection of the life we came to honor.
If you haven’t already met the new “baby” in the choir
room, stop upstairs following worship any Sunday and
check out the new piano and plaque honoring Sue. It
was good to be together in that space, and remember
and celebrate!

Peace Walk delegation stops at June Lunch Bunch!
Friday, June 21st @ 12:30 PM
First Church Natick
On June 11th
we were joined
by a wonderful
delegation from
the New England
Peace Pagoda as
they continued
their peace walk
in preparation
for 2020 and the
400th anniversary
of the landing
of Mayflower.
Members of our
congregation
and the wider
community gathered
over a potluck to discuss the impact on indigenous people
of the long history of colonization that followed the
landing in Plymouth in 1620. We were also joined by
Sherri Mitchell, author of Sacred Instructions:Indigenous
Wisdom for Living Spirit-Based Change. She drew
on ancient creation narratives to address issues from
environmental degradation to human rights. The monks
and walkers from the Peace Pagoda spent the night at the
church before continuing the next morning to their next
destination in Lexington and Concord. Sherri chanted
a traditional blessing for the walkers and returned the
following morning to share the dawn ceremony with them.
The walkers were deeply grateful for our hospitality and
gave us a set of peace cranes to remember our common
commitment to the things that make for peace.

Hope you can join us for our final Lunch Bunch of
the 2018-2019 season on Friday, June 21st. With the
conclusion of the preschool year we will have the vestry
all to ourselves! It will be great to catch up on summer
plans and just enjoy life at a slower pace. Lunch Bunch
has no particular agenda – just a great group of people
who enjoy getting together.
Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!” Just bring
along a brown bag lunch. We’ll have beverages and tasty
treats. And, of course, you are invited to bring goodies to
share. If you need transportation, just give the office a call
(508-653-0971). We would be pleased to pick you up!

First Church Natick participates
in the 2019 Boston Pride Parade

Rainbow PeaceFlags are Here!
On June 2 and
9th the amazing
packing team
of First Church
packaged up
about 800
Rainbow Peace
Flags. Flags
will be available
during coffeehour or from the church office. The new
design features new colors that reflect human diversity
and the stripes are now oriented vertically so that no color
is on top of another . Suggested donation is $5 to $20 to
help keep this great outreach expanding through Natick and
Metrowest!

Participating from FCN were Carolyn Williams, Noah
Brown, Sarallyn Keller, John Brown and Michelle
Mattera and Catherine Utley and their son, Noah.

SAVE THE DATE:
September 8, 2019
Rally Day Celebration!
rain date: June 23

All proceeds benefit youth and families,
including Charles River Rotary’s
important youth scholarship program
and SPARK Kindness!

First Congregational Church of Natick
2 East Central Street
Natick, Massachusetts 01760

Before you take off on your summer adventures, make
a note in your fall calendar that a new season begins
at First Church Natick on September 8th. It is more
than a new church school year. It is a new season of
opportunities to make discoveries, to make friends,
and find new ways to make a difference in your
world and in your lives. Plenty of great stuff happens
over the summer, of course, but Rally Day is a new
beginning. Be sure to get in at the beginning and join
us for:
• Registration for children and youth programs
• Presentation of Third Grade Bibles
• Blessing of the Backpacks (and Briefcases)
And catch up with what has been happening over the
summer, when First Church Natick welcomes a whole
new season of discovering what it means to be God’s
beloved community!
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